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powers allotted to a Second Chamber unless there is a con-
siderable popular element in the composition of the Cham-
ber.15

THE QUESTION OF REFORM
In 1948, during discussions between the party leaders
on problems arising from the Parliament Bill, the following
principles were agreed upon.
1.  The Second Chamber should be complementary to and
not a rival to the Lower House, and, with this end in view,
the reform of the House of Lords should be based on a
modification of its existing constitution as opposed to the
establishment of a Second Chamber of a completely new
type based on some system of election.
2.  The revised constitution of the House of Lords should be
such as to secure as far as practicable that a permanent
majority is not assured for any one political Party.
3.  The present right to attend and vote based solely on hered-
ity should not by itself constitute a qualification for admis-
sion to a reformed Second Chamber.
4.  Members of the Second Chamber should be styled "Lords
of Parliament" and would be appointed on grounds of per-
sonal distinction or public service. They might be drawn
either from Hereditary Peers, or from commoners who
would be created Life Peers.
5.  Women should be capable of being appointed Lords of
Parliament in like manner as men.
6.  Provision should be made for the inclusion in the Second
Chamber of certain descendants of the Sovereign, certain
Lords Spiritual and the Law Lords.
15H.L. Debates, 5th series, H.M.S.O., Vol. 44, CoL 698. (March
21,1921).